7th Grade Math Syllabus

Ms. Fletcher

Crestwood PEAKS

2015-2016
Welcome to the start of a new school year! Students will be studying mathematics from the Singapore math curriculum called Math in Focus. The curriculum highlights problem solving as the focus of mathematical learning. This means that the students will investigate mathematical ideas within the context of real-world problems, as opposed to looking only at numbers. Students will learn concepts using a concrete-pictorial-abstract learning progression to anchor learning in real-world, hands-on experiences.  A problem’s context provides a vehicle for understanding and remembering the mathematical concepts. I am looking forward to a successful year where all of our students will develop strong mathematical knowledge and skills.
Course Objectives

The following is an overview of this school year’s math curriculum and may change:
1st Semester

Chapter 1 – The Real Number System
Chapter 2 – Rational Number Operations
Chapter 3 – Algebraic Expressions
2nd Semester

Chapter 4 – Algebraic Equations

Chapter 5 – Direct and Inverse Proportion

Chapter 6 – Angle Properties and Straight Lines

3rd Semester

Chapter 7 – Geometric Construction

Chapter 8 – Volume and Surface Area of Solids

Chapter 9 – Statistics

Chapter 10 – Probability

Grading Summary

Students will be allowed to demonstrate their understanding of mathematics in many ways. Below is a grading summary.
Participation (10 points per week) 

Participation includes coming into class silently, sitting down, and beginning the bell-ringer without reminders.  Participation also includes participating appropriately in math discussions during group time, class time and activities.  Participation is one element of the student’s grade.
Homework (10 points possible for each homework assignment) 

Homework assignments offer students the opportunity to practice and master math objectives. Homework assignments are very important. Students will always have the opportunity to revise their answers and ask questions as we correct in class.  Unfortunately, since we correct in class and students are given the answers, homework points are all or nothing. 
Math Notebook (10 points) 

Note taking is an important way to organize new ideas. Therefore, notes are also figured into the grade.  Students will also be required to journal on a regular basis.  Journaling consist of Tickets out the Door, Brain @ Work, Concept Maps, and Hands-on Activities.   Journaling is used for problem solving, communicating and understanding key concepts. 
Notebooks are divided into four sections; Bell Ringers, Notes, Homework, and Journal.  All the required sections should already be in place.  

Formative Assessments (4 points)

Formative assessments will be given after every section.  The number of assessments will vary according to the chapter.  Formative assessments are evaluated on a 1-4 scale which focuses on student understanding.  The following rubric explains the scale
Formative Assessment Scale

4 – Exceptional understanding
3 – Mastered subject matter

2 – Understands basic skills and processes with further help
1 – Basic skills with teacher assistance 

Students who fail to earn a 3 or better will be required to complete a re-teach of the objective and/or work independently.  Students will turn in the re-teach to show understanding before moving on.
Tests (25 points)

A test will be given after every chapter.  Points are assigned based on the difficulty of each problem.  Not all problems are awarded the same number of points.  Students who receive a 69% or less are given an opportunity to retake the test only if they completed the study guide before taking the test.  The study guide will always consist of the chapter review at the end of each chapter and is required to be turned in before the test along with “Learning Targets”.  
Benchmark Tests (50 points)
Cumulative Tests covering several units are incorporated into each semester. These tests focus on review and consolidation through the integration of concepts and strands to provide a systematic evaluation of students' learning to better understand their individual needs.
Grades

Grade weighting is as follows:
· Assessments (tests/formative assessments) – 70%

· Homework – 20%

· Participation – 5%

· Math Notebook – 5%

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please Sign and Return By Friday, September 16
Please review the math syllabus with your parents/guardians.  By signing below, you and your parents/guardians are making the commitment to follow and refer back to the syllabus to stay successful this school year.  Please return the signature portion to Ms. Fletcher for points.
Students Name:  ____________________
Students Signature: ___________________

Parents Name:  ______________________
Parents Signature: _____________________
